Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6
Overview The overarching theme of this year | Through this year the pupils will Through this year the pupils will In this year, pupils will focus their

is celebrating the Eucharist. In the learn about people whose lives reflect on the significance of the gospel study on St John. They will
first branch the story of Creation, have been transformed by faith Old Testament as part of Christian also look at the second account of
humanity, made in the image and and hope in God. In the first understanding of the revelation of | Creation, understanding what is
likeness of God, is given the task of | branch pupils will study Abraham Jesus. In the first two branches, meant by the ‘Fall’ and be able to
caring for the Earth, stewardship. and consider how he changed pupils will explore Moses and make connections with Jesus as
At Mass, Catholics give thanks for through acting on his faith and David. Moses is the lawgiver and the new Adam in St John’s gospel.
the fruits of the Earth at the entered into a covenantal the one who leads the people of Pupils will look at women in the
Offertory. In branches two and relationship with God. Pupils will Israel out of slavery. David is the Old Testament and see Mary’s
three, pupils will learn about what | explore aspects of the story of great king who is a shepherd to his | place in salvation history as she is
happens at Mass, making links Elijah whose story shows the people. Pupils should have presented in the gospel of St John.
with scripture, for example, the importance of faith and hope in opportunities to understand how They will look at St John's account
feeding of the five thousand and God even in desperate times. to read the Bible, recognising of Jesus through the seven
Jesus’ last supper. Pupils will also Pupils will then make links stories meant to the people at the | miraculous signs and they will
encounter different literary forms between Elijah and John the time of telling and what they mean | learn about the seven sacraments
as they study parables and study Baptist. In these branches, pupils to us now. For example, in the O of the Catholic Church. They will
the Gospel of St Matthew and will begin to explore hermeneutics. | Antiphons the scriptural references | hear the account of Jesus’ Passion
learn about the signs of God’s Pupils will explore more about the | from 150 2.4 Model curriculum as recounted in St John’s gospel
kingdom in this gospel. They will type of messiah Jesus is and what Isaiah point to Jesus and the and reflect on this as a source of
be introduced to the mystery of it means to live a life in Christ. incarnation. Pupils will look at the creative inspiration. The account of
Trinity. They will learn about how Through learning about the Ten Commandments and at Jesus’ Mary meeting the resurrected
Jewish families celebrate the theological virtues of faith, hope, summary of the Law and how this Jesus in the garden will connect
Passover today and some simple and love, they will encounter the speaks to us today. They will learn with the story of Eden and help
facts about Islam. belief that good deeds flow out of | about the Sacrament of pupils understand something of

a love of God, people do not do Confirmation where people choose | the narrative sequence of salvation

good things and earn God'’s love. to be anointed as a disciple of history. At the end of the year, they

They will revisit the lives of St Christ and seek to follow his will consider Catholic social

Peter and St Paul with a focus on teachings and reflect on the last teaching as part of the call to

the theological virtues of faith, things. They will spend some time dialogue with the culture of the

hope, and love and learn about the | thinking about the Bible itself. time

place of the Blessed Virgin Mary in | They will also develop a deeper

the communion of saints. understanding of Sacred Scripture

in the Jewish religion.
Autumn 1 Branch One: Creation and Branch One: Creation and Branch One: Creation and Branch One: Creation and

covenant

In this branch, pupils will revisit
the first story of Creation from the
book of Genesis. When they
looked at this text previously, the

covenant

In this branch, pupils will learn that
Abraham is one of the most
important figures in religious
history because Jews, Christians,

covenant

In this branch, pupils will learn
about Moses, focusing on two
critical events in his life.. In the first
event in Moses’ life, pupils will

covenant

The second account of Creation is
one of the best-known and
frequently misunderstood
passages of the Bible. To






















Summer 1

Branch Five: To the ends of the
Earth

In this branch, pupils will look at
how Mass today mirrors Mass
celebrated by the first disciples.
The first historical account of Mass
is in St Paul’s letter to the
Corinthians. The letter is written
within a few years of Jesus’
resurrection and shows that the
Mass celebrated by the Catholic
Church today follows the pattern
set down by the first disciples.
Though the story of Emmaus has
been studied before, it also mirrors
the pattern of Mass, and the
disciples recognise Jesus when he
blesses and breaks bread. The
power of this story is seen in many
works of art. They will also connect
with the words of Jesus at the end
of Matthew’s gospel and the
words that the priest or deacon
says at the end of the Mass.

Pupils will also learn before
Pentecost, the disciples had not
experienced the revelation of the
Holy Spirit as the third person of

Branch Five: To the ends of the
Earth

At the beginning of the week,
Jesus is welcomed into Jerusalem,
and the people shout ‘Hosannal’.
However, he refuses to be like an
earthly king. Instead, as with his
healing miracles, he reaches out to
humanity and takes on the burden
of sin for the whole world. Even his
closest friends do not understand
his course of action. Pupils can get
some sense of this through the
actions of Peter. Only after the
Resurrection do the disciples
understand that Jesus came, ‘not
to be served but to serve...

Pupils will look at the Apostles’
Creed, which summarises the
beliefs of the Christian faith. Pupils
are not expected to learn this
creed (though they can) but rather
to study it as a text as it
summarises the faith of the
Apostles. In saying their creed,
Christians today profess their faith
and affirm their belief just as they
did at baptism.

Branch Five: To the ends of the
Earth

In this branch, pupils will study the
Sacrament of Confirmation,
understanding its links with
scripture from the words of the
prophets through to the Acts. The
Sacrament of Confirmation is one
of the three sacraments of
initiation of the Church. It recalls
the Holy Spirit descending on the
disciples at Pentecost. The word
‘confirmation’ comes from the
Latin ‘firmare’, meaning to
strengthen. In the Sacrament
people are strengthened in faith
through the power of the Holy
Spirit, the gifts of the Spirit are
increased. Pupils will learn what
happens at confirmation and the
rich symbolism accompanying the
sacrament. When a person is
confirmed, they follow in a line of
all who have been witnesses to
Christ before them. A bishop
usually administers confirmation.
The oil of chrism is the oil of
anointing. Anointing with Chrism

Branch Five: To the ends of the
Earth

Pupils will continue to journey with
St John'’s gospel in this branch.
Pupils started the year learning
about the Fall and humanity’s
broken relationship with God. In
this branch, they will look at how
St John's account of the
Resurrection alludes back to that
narrative and shows that in Jesus
the relationship with God is
restored. As St Paul describes, the
first man, Adam, has a living soul,
but Jesus, the last Adam has
‘become a life-giving spirit’ After
the Crucifixion, Jesus is laid to rest
in a garden. In Genesis paradise is
described as a garden and Adam is
the gardener. Mary Magdalene
arrives on the first day of the week
when it is still dark. Pupils may
reflect on the author’s intention
using images of light and dark in
this account. alerts the disciples
that Jesus’ body is not there. Peter
and John run to the tomb.
Believing Jesus has risen, they go




the Trinity. Mary had received the
gifts of the Holy Spirit at the
Annunciation and, following the
Ascension, she guided the first
disciples in prayer as they waited
for the power of the Holy Spirit
Jesus promised them at the
Ascension (Acts 1:8). In the same
way, the Church teaches the
Blessed Virgin Mary can guide
prayers today when people ask for
her help, often called

her intercession.

links with the name ‘Christian’,
which means anointed as Christ
means ‘the anointed one’. People
anointed with chrism will spread
‘the aroma of the gospel’ as the
seal of chrism ‘marks our total
belonging to Christ’ Pupils should
witness how Christians live out
their vocation by studying the life
of a saint. St Clare of Assisi is an
example of a saint who advocated
a path of prayer and reflection
because she sought to love Christ
perfectly.

home. Mary stays behind weeping.
When she next looks inside the
tomb the angels speak to her,
dressed in white (light), and when
she turns around, she sees a man
who she thinks is the gardener.
Pupils may recognise that Jesus is
seen as a gardener, just like Adam.
Jesus does not call her by her
name at first, but calls her
‘Woman’, which also echoes the
Genesis account. Mary does not
recognise Jesus until he says her
name. Pupils may recognise that in
Genesis God calls the first people
after they have eaten the 180 2.4
Model curriculum fruit, but they
hide. In St John’s gospel, Jesus gifts
the disciples with the Holy Spirit.
Pupils can connect that just as God
breathes life into Adam, Jesus
breathes new life into the
disciples. This also links with the
Trinitarian nature of God.
However, St John introduces the
figure of Thomas the Apostle at
the end of his gospel. In this story,
pupils can consider the nature of
faith and belief.

Summer 2

Branch Six: Dialogue and
encounter

Pupils will start by looking at the
Jewish Passover. Pupils may need
some contextual understanding to
know that the festival of Passover
(Pesach in Hebrew) celebrates the
liberation of the Hebrew people
from slavery in Egypt. On the
evening before Passover starts,
Jewish families have a special

Branch Six: Dialogue and
encounter

Pupils will begin the dialogue part
of the branch by exploring a little
more about the life and work of St
Paul, one of the most significant
figures in the New Testament. The
Acts of the Apostles recount much
of his life following his encounter
with Christ on the road to
Damascus. The thirteen letters or

Branch Six: Dialogue and
encounter

The Bible itself is a work of
dialogue as the writers’ recount
humanity seeking to ‘converse’
with God. It is important that
pupils begin to understand how
Christians view the Bible and the
importance of the Church in
helping people encounter the
meaning of the text beyond what

Branch Six: Dialogue and
encounter

As pupils reach the end of the
primary phase of their education,
they should consider what
dialogue means in action. The
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales identified
different ways Catholics can enter
dialogue with people of goodwill in
their document ‘Meeting God in




service called a Seder which takes
place over a meal. The story of
Exodus is read from a book called
the Haggadah. Different family
members read parts of the story
(some parts are read in Hebrew)
and food and drink with symbolic
meaning is placed upon the table.
The food includes unleavened
bread as the Hebrews had no time
to wait for bread to rise before
leaving Egypt. It is important that
pupils understand that the
Passover is a festival for Jewish
people across the world today, and
through history. Pupils will then
study the Passover and why it is
important to Christians. Christians
believe that it links with Jesus’ last
meal with his disciples. In the
gospels of St Matthew, St Mark,
and St Luke, the Last Supper is a
Passover meal.

epistles attributed to him form a
large part of the New Testament
and the Sunday Liturgy. Unlike the
twelve disciples, Paul comes not
from Galilee but from Tarsus on
the southern coast of present-day
Turkey, which was then part of the
Roman Empire. Paul was a Roman
citizen who grew up in a busy
Greek-speaking port. He was
therefore well equipped for social
and geographic mobility. Paul
travelled around the
Mediterranean as an apostle of
Christ, leaving behind a series of
Christian communities Pupils will
explore something of the universal
Catholic Church and the many
different communities of faith that
form part of the Catholic Church.
In the same way that learning
about other religious beliefs
should begin by exploring the
communities closest to the pupils’
own experiences.

is written. The word ‘bible’ comes
from a Greek word ‘biblia” which
means ‘little books’. The Bible is
not one large volume as pupils will
perceive it in their classrooms. It is
a collection of different writings
gathered over time. Within these
writings, there are different types
of literature, gathered from
different sources, probably
including oral accounts, that have
been gathered and edited over
centuries. Pupils should recognise
that the texts that Christians refer
to as the Old Testament are texts
of the Jewish religion. For
Christians, they are ‘old’ as Jesus
Christ fulfils a new covenant which
the New Testament recounts.
However, God’s covenantal
relationship with Abraham told in
the book of Genesis remains and
the texts of the Old Testament
remain relevant to Christians.
However, Christians read the Old
Testament in the light of Christ,
seeing signs of him in the words,
actions, and deeds of the Old
Testament. In the encounter
dimension of this branch, pupils
will be invited to explore more
about the importance of Hebrew,
the holy language for Jewish
people, and understand how
prayer, beliefs and sacred objects
form part of Jewish life. The Torah
is central to Jewish life and the
scrolls in synagogues are sacred
objects. The Torah contains
different names for God, many of

friend and stranger’ (2010). The
pathways most appropriate for
pupils are. practically in projects
(such as focusing on caring for our
common home in their local area),
learning about the lives of those
committed to interreligious
dialogue. or charitable
organisations that work for justice
and freedom. For example, pupils
could learn about St Francis of
Assisi, who met Sultan Al Malik
during a conflict between
Christians and Muslims. St Francis
wrote in the rule of his religious
order that when his followers
travelled, ‘they should not be
quarrelsome, dispute with words,
or criticise others, but rather
should be gentle, peaceful and
unassuming, courteous and
humble, speaking respectfully to
all as is fitting” Pupil will also look
at what is happening in their local
community and consider their
responsibilities alongside
possibilities for participation.







